
Create Your Own Ursa Major Constellation! 
By Lisa Johnston Hancock 

Supplies: 

Pencil

Eraser

Watercolors - 

Ultramarine Deep 
Quinacridone Violet 

Indigo

Watercolor Paper

Masking Tape

Paper Towel

Cup for Water

Watercolor Brush size 6, 4

Color Pencil, prismacolor 
indigo blue or ultramarine blue

Uniball Signo Broad Point Gel 
Pen

Acrylic or 

Acryla Gouache, white

Drawing Board

Palette

Hair Dryer


It helps to have reference 
photos, or an inspiration board. I like to keep one on Pinterest. 

You can find mine here. 

https://www.pinterest.com/ljohnstonhancock/ursa-major/




Step 1: 

Tape down your watercolor 
paper to your drawing board 
so it does not move or buckle 
while you are working. 

Begin with a sketch of your 
Bear shape. Clean any lines 
that you don’t need.


https://www.pinterest.com/ljohnstonhancock/ursa-major/


Step 2:  

Paint your shape with clear 
water only. Make sure that you 
stay within the shape of the 
bear.





Step 3:  

Create a wash of 80% water 
and 20% ultramarine blue 
watercolor pigment. 

Paint the mixture into the clear 
water and let it bleed. Use 
your brush to move the bead 
of watercolor to fill your shape. 
This is your first layer.




Step 4:  

While the first layer is still 
wet. Add a little more 
pigment to your water color 
wash. Go along the edges of 
your shape and also focus on 
the legs of your bear that are 
behind. Keep light areas in 
the center of your bear 
shape. It does not need to be 
perfect and the watercolor 
will bleed. Let it do what it 
wants!





Step 5: 

This is where you need the 
hair dryer or go get yourself 
a nice cup of coffee or tea, 
because this layer needs to 
dry. If you use a hair dryer, 
make sure that you have it 
on low because the pigment 
will move. The layer needs to 
be completely dry for the 
next part. 






Step 6:  

If your layer is completely 
dry to the touch, begin the 
next step. Make a wash of 
ultramarine blue with a 
touch of indigo. If you do 
not have indigo, you can 
use raw umber or Payne’s 
gray, or simply more 
ultramarine blue pigment. 
You just need a darker 
value. Repeat what you did 
for step three, creating 
another layer. Drop in bits 
of ultramarine blue as 
needed, into your mixture. 

Try to keep lighter areas in 
the center, but again, it 
does not need to be 
perfect!





Step 7:  

If completely dry, repeat 
the step once again. This 
time add a little 
quinacridone violet or 
alizarin crimson. Whatever 
you have! You can repeat 
this step as many times as 
you like. Just make sure 
that each layer is 
completely dry. 


Tip: Keep the face a little 
bit lighter because you 
want to add details later. 
Make sure that you add 
darker values to the legs 
that are behind. 






Step 8:


If all layers are dry you 
are ready to draw your 
constellation. Use a 
pencil to draw in your 
details, like eye, nose etc. 
and the constellation. 
Then, use a white Uniball 
Signo pen to draw your 
constellation stars. 
Before the dots dry, use 
clear water and a size 4 
brush to move the ink 
around and create a 
“glow.” Once dry, create 
dots with the back of 
your brush and acrylic or 
acryla gouache. Wait for 
dots to dry completely 
before drawing lines to 
connect the constellation.












Step 9:


Use your number 4 
brush and acrylic or 
acryla gouache 
(watered down slightly) 
to splatter smaller 
stars. Tap your brush 
lightly to flick the paint. 






Step 10:


When everything is 
dry, use a blue indigo 
prismacolor colored 
pencil to outline your 
bear and add details. 


